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SERMON 


= 


MM 


TO THE 
Right Reverend Father in God, 


ANTHONY, 


By Divine Providence 


LORD BISHOP 


NORWICE. 


My LORD, 
His Sermon hagtytver been more publick. 
| then the Preaching of it made it, bad 
it not been complained of, and reprefented by 
ſome of the Governours of the City of London, 
for a Sermon that deſerved to be Cenſured, as 
refleling upon the Government of the City. 
Tour Lordſhip being my Dioceſan, I have here 
preſented your Lordſhip with the whole of what 
was preached; humbly ſubmitting my ſelf and 
my Sermon to your Lordſhip's Cenfure. It 
may be labefled, that I have ſuppreſſed in the 
printing, ſomething that was preached; which 
A3 I have 


The Epiltle Dedicatory. 


Thave not done; ſomething may be added, but 
nothing is ps - ſo that if _ be no 
Reflexions, upon the Ggyernment afrthe Cityy in 
yore) No! thete were oof "M 
Diſcoxrſe, as my Text did diredi-me, waywholly 
to the Governed. / DireAions to Governotrs 
as Governours, from me, would have been pre- 
ſumptuous, and therefore I uſed none. There 
is one Expreſon indeed in my Sermon'to this 
purpoſe, That were Laws duly executed, men 
durſt not deſpiſe and affront the Government 
ſo asthey dae : which-bixprefſuon, if. it reflec 
anything, \it-is Praiſs and Applauſe tb the Go- 
wvernment and the Laws we are governed by ; 
and onely wiſheth, that the Mean whereby Go- 
ernment attains its Ena, were ſometimes Took- 
ed -a little better after. Reflexions either up- 
on the Government , or Governours, 1 ever 
thought improper for the Pulpit. Nay, 1have 
ever hated them from the tree that. Pulpits 
were turned. by ſuch doings into Drums, to 
beat up for Sedition and Rebellion ; remem- 
bring what the. diſmal Conſequences of them 
have been. t0-thia Church and State. © 1am: ſo 
wnrilling to reflef& upon any, that 1 ant not 
pleaſed that the Vindication 1 bawe made of 
my. ſelf, by tbe. printing of my Sermon, RD: 

ect, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
fleft, as it will, upon the Miſrepreſenters of it, 
ateuſing them (except my preſſing Subjeftion to 
Governours be reflefling upon the Government) 
of 'the breach of the- Ninth" Commandment, 
But the Slander I had not at all weighed, but 
that it reflefts upsn the Government my fly Ac. 
eufers ſeem ſo tender of. For the Govermnent 
will be ſuſpeted to be in evil Cireamſlances, if 
it ſhall be f\und inconvenient #0 prefs due 
Subjetion tmto Governours 5 and men will be 
made to fear that we are in fuch Times again 
as we were in about the'time of the Scoteh 1n- 
vaſion, when' they who appeared for the Go- 
wvernment, by adhering to. thebr lawfull Go- 
vernours, were' accounted the Delinqwents 3 
whilſt others were accounted' 1he beft|3ubj ets, 
(as it is obſerved by him that hath lately writ 
the Life of Archbiſhop Bramhall) when their 
Swords were drawn againſt him who could 
onely grant them Commillions, and their 
Scabbards thrown away. My Lord, my ap- 
pealing to your Lordjhip is in a right line; 
and my preſenting your Lordſhip thus publickly 
with my Sermon, foraſmuch as I doe it in my 
own Vefence, it will CI hope) in part excuſe 
the Defe&s of it, of which I am ſo Conſcious, 
that the Requeſis 1 had of Friends had not 
pr evailed 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
prevailed with me to'publiſh it, if 1 had not 
had this Provocation, For the thing that [ 
believe gave Offence , my wy that the 
Execution of the Laws is the beſt Expedient to 
reſerve them from Contempt : my Opinion 
ch [ ſhall ea —_ and +. Lord- 
ſhip's Government, from the time of your Lord. 
ſhip's Tranſlation to the Dioceſe of Norwich, 
hath very much confirmed me and others in it, 
And the Experience the Clergy have, that it is 
not Preaching and Writing will ſo preſerve the 
Peace, as the Governours interpoſing himſelf to 
fee the Laws obſerved, doth oblige the whole 
Body of the Clergy, to deſire heartily the long 
continuance of your Lordſhip's Government 
over us, and particularly 


Your moſt obedient Seryant, 


William Battie, 


(7) 
A 


SERMON 


Preached before the 


Iod MAYOR, 
Novemb, 18. 1677. 


109, PETER II. 15. 


For ſo is the Will of God, that with Well-doing 
ye may put to ſilence the Ignorance of Fooliſh 


men. 


E do not in any of the Apoſtles Epiſtles 
meet with any particular Addreſles to 
the Magiſtrates ofthe Age they lived in; 

yet the Duty of Subjection unto Magiltrates is fre- 
quently enjoyned all Chriſtians whatſoever. Hus- 
bands and Wives, Parents and Children, Maſters and 
Servants, have all the ſpecial Duties of their ſeveral 
Callings taught them in the Apoſtles Writings : but 
for Magiſtrates, though their Office is no-where {6 
vindicated as by the Apoſtles, yet the Perſons un- 
der Subjection are the perſons onely who are taught 
their Duty 3 which is Subjedion : A Duty our A- 
poſtle (as alſo the Apoſtle S. Paul) is very earneſt 
in the preſſing upon the Chriſtians of that Age 3 
and the more earneſtly (as is thought) for theſe 
two Reaſons. 

B 1. To 


(2) 
1, To prevent the Danger the new-converted 
Gentiles might be in of. being: leavened with the 
old Leaven of the Jews ; viz. a perverſe and fro- 
ward Diſpoſition unto Magiſtracy. A Leaven that 
had fo ſoured that Nation, that in the vogue of the 
world they were accounted for no better then Peſts 
of Nations, and Enemies of Mankind ; becauſe they 
were ſtubborn and ſtiff-necked to Authority, as Mo- 

ſes long before had found them. | 
2. Again, the Apoſtles. are thought to be the 
more earnel\t in the preſſing of this Duty, writing 
in the Reign of the Emperour Nero, whoſe many 
monſtrous Wickedneſles, and particular Malice a- 
gainſt Chriſtians, were likely to endanger the en- 
ſmaring of them into Temptations to deſpiſe and op- 
pole his Authority z and that to the great Scandal of 
their Religion : the Devil needing nothing more to 
nip the Chriſtian Religion in the bud, then to get 
it voiced in the world for a Licencer of Sedimion 
and Rebellion, in caſe the Supreme Governour be 
vicious. For thisallowed, who 1s ſo ſhort-fighted 
as not to foreſee, . that in ſucceeding Ages the Heads 
of Fattions have nothing- more to doe to promote 
their Treaſonous Deſigns, but to get the Supreme 
Governour repreſented to the People for an Idola- 
ter, ora Tyrant. And if then by Arms or Money 
they can get him in their power, if they cut him 
off, it is-but writing over his Statue, Exit Tyran- 
2#5 3 and all is falved. Well, the Apoſtles (to let 
the World know, the Goſpel allows no Diſobedi- 
ence upon any ſuch account) do the more earneſt- 
ly preſs Subjection to Authority, at the time the 
Roman Empire had as wicked a Governour as ever 

before or ſince, 

And 


(3) 

And in the Verſes before my Text he calls for 
this SubjeCtion to Authority, of whatſoever Rank 
or Degree ; whether it be to the King, as Supreme or 
anto | nds as unto them that are ſent by hin. 
And having thus laid before them their Duty unto 
Magiſtracy ; in the words of the Text, and in- the 
following Verſes, he enforceth it, Firſt, by laying 
down the ſtrongeſt Argument that can be alledged 
for it, this in the Text : and then, by removing the 
great Objection made againſt it by Libertines, of 
whom the Apoſtles had then a great Jealouſy. They 
would needs fanſy themſelves to be made fo free by 
their Religion, that they were now no longer to 
be the Servants of Mex. As to this Objection, ſug- 
geſted in the words, 4s free, in the next Verſe, the 
Apoſtle anſwers it, by giving them to underſtand, 
that Chrift's Free men are ſtill God's Servants : fo 
that their Liberty could be no Cloak for them to be 
Seditious and Maliciows ; for why ? it was onely a 
Liberty to ſerve God. And how it is the Will of 
God, that we expreſs the Fear we have of him in 
the Honour we have for our King, and in the Love 
we have for our Brethren, we'are acquainted in 
the ſeventeenth Verſe, where they are enjoyned 
all together : Love the Brotherhood. Fear God. Ho- 
nour the King. 

The Text is plainly an Exhortation to primitive 
Chriſtians, ſo to behave themſelves towards their 
Superiours, as to keep up the Reputation of their 
Religion, and diſperſe the Scandals caſt npon-it by 
Ignorant and Fooliſh men. 

= the whole Verſe we have theſe things conſide- 
rable. 


B 2 1. The 


(4) 


1: The Perſons who were to ſilence others, and ' 
who conſequently were evil ſpoken of; Te Belie- 
Vers. 

2. The Perſons who ſpoke evil of them ; [gno- 
rant and Fooliſh men. 

3. The Duty of thoſe who were evil ſpoken of, 
towards them who ſpake evil of them 3 which was, 
to put them to ſilence. 

4: The Expedient whereby they were to doe it ; 
Well-doing. 

5. The grand Motive of this, and every other 
Chriſtian Duty ; it is the Will of God we doe it ; 
For ſo is the Will of God. 


I. For the Firſt, the Perſons that were to lilence 
others, and that conſequently were apt to be tradu- 
ced by the World, they were the Chriſtians of the 
pureſt Age of the Church ; Infant-Chriſtians, as I 
may call them with reſpe& to the Age of the Goſpel- 
Church at that time ; Chriſtians. almoſt always un- 
der the Laſh of Perſecution, and fo, for that reaſon, 
beſides the indiſpenſable obligation which Chriſtia- 
nity laid upon them to ſecure their innocence, could 
not chuſe but be very innocent, and far from da- 
ring to intermeddle with the Afﬀeairs of thoſe Pow- 
ers that kept them ſo much in Slavery. Poor 
Doves ! the Roman Eagle kept them too much in 
awe to venture, if they had been willing, upon 
tampering with Gne-affaic : and yet all the Fumults 
and Seditions of, the Times were ſometimes fathered 
upon them. Nero ſets Rome on fire ; and the poor 
Chriſtians, as Tacit#s in his Annals .tells us, (7: 
uſum noFurni luminis) muſt be made Bonefires of, 
as the Authours of it, Whence we learn, that In- 
nocency 


(5) 
nocency 1s no- ſecurity from Infamy, and that the 
Beſt of men are not exempt from the bafeſt Calum- 
nies. No: it hath ever been the Fate of the beſt 
| Religion, and the zealouſeſt Aſlerters of it, to un- 
| dergo the World's harſheſt Cenſures. But one 
righteous man in Sodom, and he was accounted the 
Trouble-town. He had the Zeal to oppole their 
not-to-be-named Lewdneſs ; and thus they deride 
him for his-pains, This Fellow came in to ſojourn, and Gen« 19.9: 
he will needs be a Judge. The great Prophet Elijah, 
that alone aflerted the Worſhip of the true God in 
the time of an univerſal Defettion from his Worſhip 
| to Idolatry, was therefore called the Troubler rh Iſ- 1 King.18, 
| rael, And how doth good Feremiah bemoan him- '7 
| ſelf on this Account 2 Woe is me, my Mother, that J<r-15- 10. 
thou haſt born me a man of Strife, and a man of Con- 
tention to the whole Earth. I have neither lent on O- 
ſary, nor have men lent to me on Oſary, yet every 
one doth my me. And when the Lord of the Vine- 
yard laſt of all ſent his- Son into the World, the 
very Original of Innocency, who, as in the twenty 
| ſecond verſe of this Chapter, did no Sir, neither was 
| Cruile found in his mouth ; how was it the World e- 
ſteemed of him? no otherwiſe then it was long be- 
fore propheſied by Iſaiah; He was deſpiſed and re- 1%. $3-3- 
jefFed. of men, we hid as it were our faces from him, 
he was deſpiſed, and we eſteemed him not. He was 
accounted 4 Wine-bibber, nay a Sorcerer, a man that 
caſt out Devils by the help of the Prince of Devils. 
And if the great Maſter of the whole family of Hea- 
ven and Earth was thus afperſed, it is not to be ima- 
| that his Servants after him ſhould fare any 
etter at the World's hands, And he himſelf tells Marth. 10: 
them ſo beforchand ; leſt, when they met with this *** 
Uſage, 
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3 Cor. 4. 
13+ 


Prov. 18. 
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Uſage, they ſhould think it very ſtrange, to be fo 
requited for their labour of Love unto the World. 
How baſely do the Jews abuſe the great Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles by their Oratour TertuWs, calling him 
a Peſtilent fellow, a mover of Sedition, and a Ring- 
leader of a Se# £ And S$. Paul himſelf at large tells 
us, how himſelf and the reſt of the Apoſtles were 
accounted .of in the World : We are made as the 
Filth of the world, and the Off-ſconring of all things 
unto this day. So far hath Innocency and Integrity 
ever been from exempting the beſt of God's Servants 
from the World's harſheſt Cenfures. 


IT. Now in the next Particular, which is, the 


Perſons who are to be filenced, we have the Reafon 


whence it is that Good mien cannot have the World's 
good word. The Perſons to be filenced are, [gno- 
rant and Fooliſh men. And this gives us the true 
account of it, and plainly tells us, that it is the Ig- 
norance of Evil men that makes them ſpeak evil of 
thoſe that be Good. Fools, who know leaſt, are 
uſually given to ſpeak moſt, and ofteneſt, and what 
comes next the tongue's end, And indeed the 
words of Fools come no farther off then from whence 
you hear them, being i» labris rata: whereas the 
words of Wiſe men are faid to come e ſulco peForis, 


from the __ of the Heart. And therefore no 


wonder tf Fools ſpeak fo readily, and fo at random 
as they do, of things and perſons that oft-times - 
they have no knowledge of: which thing is not 
onely their Folly, but their Shame alſo, in the opi- 
mon of Solomon, who tells us that he that anſwereth 
« matter before he hear it, it is a Folly and a Shame 
to him. 

Now 
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Now this being the Cauſe why Evil men ſpeak 
evil of thoſe that are Good, their Folly and Igno- 
rance , we may lawfully infer theſe two things 
from it. 

Firſt, That it is certainly not the Wiſedom of 
thoſe that would be accounted wiſe men, to receive 
and harbour, or at all co hearken to the Reports of 
fuch perſons. It argues an empty hollownefs of 
Mind in men, like Echo's to catch at, and to re- 
© turn every noiſe and found they hear; or a Mind full, 
A*of any thing, of miſchievous (ly intents. And 
indeed, even all the Miſchief of evil Reports hap- 
pens from ſuch perſons : the Clamours of fooliſh 
perſons generally doing no hurt, till perſons in re- 
pute for Wiſedom and Worth begin to- liſten to 
them. The Receiver here is as bad, if not worſe 
then the Thief. When one officiouſly told Simv- 
nides how evil things. men fpoke of him, he made 
him this Anſwer 5 Et quando tx tandem defines me an- 
ribus calumniari 2 And when wilt thou leave flan- 
dering me with thy Ears > Moſt excellent and high- 
Iy worthy our imitation was the way of Conſtantine 
the Great in this point, who burnt the mutual Ac- 
cuſations of his Clergy, telling the Complainants, 
he wiſhed his Cloak large enougtrto cover all their 
Faults. Were all men of his humour, the Devil's 
work of raifing and ſpreading Slanders would go 
but ſlowly on in the world : were there no Recei- 
vers, there would be fewer Thieves. Let ſuch 
then as would go for underſtanding men and ſober 


Chriſtians, put on the angry Connterance at the hea- Prov, 25, 


ring of all flanderous Reports, which, as the North- 33: 
wind drives away Rain, repelſs the Calunmies of a 
Backbiting tonene. 

Secondly, 


"Hor, Epiſt, 
Lib, I, Ep. 
16, 


Amb, de 


Interp, 
Lib. 2. 
Ca, = 
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"Secondly, We learn here what little Cauſe they 
have to be troubled, who make Conſcience to dil- 
charge the Duties of their ſeveral Callings confor- 
mably to the Laws of the Church and Kingdom 
they belong unto, (whether Subordinate Gover- 


Subjection onely, ) if now and then the 


nours -in the Church and State, or ſuch as YA 


m 
with ſome harſh Cenfures for ſo doing 3 cenlldrcing " 


what it is they are to be imputed to, the Ignorance 
of Fooliſh men. Nemo patitur Prejudicium ab tis 
quibus non eft Judiciunm-: Canwe ſuffer by their @- 
pinion who have no Judgment? Let no man's 
heart fail him then, nor encline him to a poor pu- 
fillanimous Compliance with the Humours, to avoid 
the Clamours, of Fooliſh men. 
Falſus honor juvat, &- mendax infamia terret - 
uem, niſl mendoſum, & mendacem *—— 

That of S. Ambroſe is Encouragement enough a- 
gainſt all their ſcornfull Cenfures. Sz faerit Preju- 
dicinm in ſeculo, non erit in judicio Dei 5 The Pre- 
judices of the World prejudice us nothing before 
God. No Wind ſhakes the Earth but the Wind 
within it. If we keep our Conſciences calm and 
clear concerning our-due Subjection to God's Law 
and Man's, we need not fear the ſhaking by any 
Wind without us : and what ſhaking happens, a 
= Conſcience will fo recreate us therein, that we 

Il not need at all to value it. 


HI. Now for the Third thing, the Duty of thoſe 
who are evil ſpoken of towards them who ſpeak 
evil of them, which is, to ſilence them ; 91448, os 
eccludere, to ſhut the Mouths of evil ſpeakers. In 
I Cor. 9.9. it is rendered muzzle : Tho 


u ſhalt not 
muzzle 


a 
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muzzle the mouth of the Ox that treadeth ont the Corn. 
But now may ſome fay, Who is ſufficient for this 
thing 2 Is it not a kind of impoſlibility that is here 
put upon us? Were fooliſh Men as tractable as 
Oxen, the matter might be thought feaſible : But 


Solomon repreſents them for perſons wholly untrac- Prov. 27. 


table 3 Though thou bray a Fool in a Mortar, among ** 
Wheat with a Peſtill, yet will not his Fooliſhneſs de- 
part from him. 

In Anſwer 3 Here we are to diſtinguiſh of Fools 
according to the Diſtinion we have of Ignorance. 
There is Jgnorantia pure privationis, and Ignorantia 
prave diſpoſitionis, an Ignorance of Weakneſs, and 
an Ignorance of Wilfulneſs : So there is the weak 
Fool, and the wilfull Fool. Now the weak Fool 
is the reputed Fool, but the wilfull Fool is the 
Fool ; the Fool that Solomon found would take no 
impreſſions. None fo blind as they that will not 
ſee. Some are blind through Ignorance, ſome through 
Intereſt; i» whom the God of this World (to uſe the 
Apoſtle's words) hath blinded their Eyes; being 
preingaged by their Intereſts, they will not judge 
lincerely of Things and Perſons. Malunt neſcire, (as 
Tertullian in his Apology hath it) quia jam odernnt. 
Now to ſtop the mouths of ſuch from ſpeaking evil 
of us, is a very hard task. To ſtop the mouths of 
ſuch from ſpeaking evil of us, who ſtop the mouths 
of their own Conſciences whilſt they ſpeak evil of 
us, is a work that never was nor will be done, nor 
1s it expected from us. All that is required of us 
here, as at all pradicable by us, is, that, with the 
Apoſtle, we ſo demean our ſelves, that we commend 
our ſelves to every man's Conſcience in the ſight of 
God; and this is praQticable : to order our ſelves 

C lo, 


(10) 
fo, that whereas wilfully Ignorant men ſpeak evil of 
#9, 4s of evil-doers, they may be aſhamed and con- 

founded, at leaſt in their Conſciences, when they 

accuſe our good Converſation. 

To put the cafe in their Compliance, who are 
Magiſtrates or Miniſters, with the Commands of their 
Superiours ; Can we imagine that any in their Con- 
fciences do blame them for it ? eſpecially when they 
ſhall conſider that the Oath of God is upon them, 
whereby they have folemnly bound themſelves to 
the Obedience of thoſe Commands? No, they doe it 
not : and onely in a conſciencious obſerving ſuch 
Commands ſhall they ſtop the mouths of mens Con- 
fciences. And if by not obſerving of them, out of 
a-poor pitifull cringing to be popular, they ſtudy 
to ſtop mens mouths from hard words, they ſhall 
therein open the mouths of their own Conſciences, 
and the Conſiences of others, juſtly to accuſe them : 
and they are onely weak Fools, who will not ac- 
count them for very Hypocrites and Ditffemblers 
with God and the World. 

But now for ſuch whoſe Ignorance hath not this 
tang of Malice in it, and who indeed know no- 
thing of Things and Perſons, but as they have ſeen 
them at a diſtance, and through the Proſpective of 
other mens Prejudices, and the Miſtepreſentations 
of their partial Guides ; it is pofhble by degrees to 
ſtop the mouths of fach : as the ſame Tertulian in 
his Apology , Smnl ac deſemunt ignorare, deſinnet 
odifſe : The Cauſe being meer Ignorance, as the 
Cauſe is taken away, the Effect ceaſeth ; and the 
filencing of them then is feaſible. And where it is 

but poſtible, we are to endeavour it, as the Apoſtle 


» Tim. 2, counſells ; I meekneſs inſtruiting thoſe that oppoſe 
2%, 


thems- 


O09” OOO. 
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themſelves, if peradventure God will give them Re- 


pentance. 

But now here the Queſtion will be, How muſt 
we doe it > Suppoſe they accuſe us for our good 
Converſation towards our Superiours, our peaceable 
SubjeCtion to their lawfull Commands, what Expe- 
dient is there in this Caſe > The Text tells us, it is 
Well-doing. We are never while we live to expe&t 
it in that way, that ſome would have men to beheve 
to be the Meekneſs and the Moderation the Apoſtle 
requires, viz. by forbearing our ſelves the doin 
our ſeveral Duties conformably to the Commands 
of our Superiours; and by the allowing, the coaxing 
and applauding thoſe who oppoſe themſelves, in 
their Prejudices and Miſapprehenfions. For why ? 
this doth not remove the Cauſe of their Prejudices, 
their Ignorance z and ſo is no more the way to cure 
them of their Prejudices, then it is the Rider's way 
to make his Horſe leave ſtarting at the things he 1s 
afraid of, by running him away from them 3 which 
the Rider never doth, but brings him nearer to 
them. In like manner, that they who ſpeak evil of 
us may neither accuſe us, nor the things they are (0 
apt to take offence at, it muſt not be our way, to 
humour them in their Shineſs and Diſlikes, but in 
all the ways of Peace and Meekneſfs, to perſuade 
them wiſhly to ſee into the inoffenfiveneſs of the 
things, and the little cauſe they have to ſtartle at 
them : and then, which is the Expedient of the 
Text, to ſet them an Example for their Duty in 
our own Well-doing, which is the Fourth Particular. 


IV. This is the way the Apoltle preſcribes; a way 
{o clearly the onely way to return wicked mens Re- 
C 2 proaches 
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proaches to the beſt advantage to our ſelves, that 
very Heathens have hit upon it. Diogenes being 
asked by one, how he _ beſt revenge himſelf of 
an evil Tongue 3 he makes this Reply, S7 teipſun 
nim maxime Bonum & Honeſtum virum preſtiteris : 
hou wilt beſt acquit thy ſelf of his Reproaches, if 
in all things thou ſhalt behave thy ſelf as becomes 
an Honeſt and an Upright man. Now, Well-doin 
is a very comprehenſive word, as the Pfalmil 
faith of its Rule, the Command of God ; it is ex- 
ceeding broad, and may be thought to put upon us 
the whole Duty of Man. And indeed, without 
walking ſo as the Grace of God teacheth us, righ- 
teouſly, godly and ſoberly in this evil World, we do 
not come up to the Duty of Well-doing, nor ſhall 
we filence Gainſayersz eſpecially ſuch of us as 
through our Callings are more in the Eye of the 
World, and who are ſure, though but Earthen Veſ- 
ſels, to have feweſt Grains of allowance given us. 
But of Well-doing taken in this Latitude, Well- 
doing in the Text onely means a Branch, our wal- 
king righteouſly towards our Superiours. For the 
Apoſtle having immediately before commanded 
them to ſubmit themſelves to every Ordinance of Man, 
he here tells them, that i» ſo doing they would put to 
ſetence the Ignorance of Fooliſh men. The thing plain- 
ly meant then, is Submiſſion to Authority, accor- 
ding as he had direfed them. And calling this, as 
he Joth, Well-doing it ſelf, we may well account it 
a conſiderable part of it : and we may lawfully in- 
fer upon it, that it is very much our Duty to give 
this SubjeCtion to our Superiours. And that it is ſo, 
we have this farther in the Text to aſſure us of it, 
That it is God's will we doe it: which is the Fifth and 
laſt Particular in the Text. V. It 


(13) 
V. It is the Will of God we ſubmit our ſelves to 
Authority. And this I called the grand Motive of 
this Well-doing : for it is that, beyond which we 
are not to enquire for any other z God's Will being, 
as the onely Rule, ſo the onely ſupreme Reaſon of 
our Obedience. And upon the account of this 
Morive alone, we are ſufficiently aflured, that it is 
not left to our Wills as an Arbitrary thing, and in 
our Choice whether we will doe it or no : but that 
It is a matter of neceſſity, as the Apoſtle S. Paul is 


molt expreſs in it, Ye muſt needs be ſubjeF. This 1s Rom. 13.5 


ſuch a Motive, that as there can be no higher af- 
ſigned, ſo there needs no other. Onely we are in 
ſuch an Age, wherein (for want of good Diſcipline) 
Diſputing hath turned Obeying out of Doors ; fo 
that, except God reveal his Will in the terrible way 
he did upon Mount Sinai, we are not carefull to 
hearken to it; eſpecially if our Wills be croſſed by 
it, But, as our Saviour hath told us long ſince, We 
have Moſes and the Prophets, the ordinary way ; and: 
other Revelation there will be none, till God re- 
veal himſelf from Heaven in flaming Fire , taking 
Vengeance upon the Tranſgretlours of his Will. 

Let this then fatisfie us to perſuade us to Obedi- 
ence, that it is the Will of God, and thus revealed 
to us. But if this will not prevail with us, let it 
ſerve for a farther Motive, to conſider, that in the 
great Day, when God will reveal himſelf in that 
terrible manner, of which the Apoſtle tells us 
2 Theſſ. 1.8. it ſhall then go hardeſt with Deſpiſers 
of Government, as S. Petey tells us, 2 Ep. 2.9, 10. 
where he faith that chiefly Deſpiſers of Government, 
amor others, are reſerved to the Day of Judgment 
to be puniſhed, Kamzep? r8v/as, The Simple Verb 
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( pegrein) in Scripture is rendred to wind, to ſavonr, 
to aﬀe& ; ſo that the Compound may well be ren- 
dred perſons that do rot mind, that will zot reliſh, 
that do mot affe# Government, v2#»le;, The 
fame word xve 7x; is uſed by S. Jude, when 1n the 
ſame manner he denounceth Judgment (in the 
ighth Verſe of his Epiſtle ) againſt ſuch perſons ; 
which we render there Dominion : but there we 
have another word for deſpiſe, @.S7&» * which 
word, faith Beza, ſignifies to depoſe or remove a 
thing out of its place. But the ſame Perſons are 
meant in both places 3 and there is no more diffe- 
rence between $. Peters Deſpiſers, and S. nu 
Depoſers of Government, then between brute Beaſts, 
(to which $. Jude in the tenth Verſe compares them) 
when under reſtraint, and when at liberty, which 
then ſhake off the ſervice they had no mind to be- 
fore. They who are S. Peter's Deſpiſers, no Reli- 
ſhers of Government, will, when it hes in their way, 
as Experience hath (hewn this Nation) be S. Jude's 
poſers, Depoſers of Government and Governours 
too : but both ſhall be reſerved unto Puniſhment ; 
chiefly ſach, ſaith S. Peter 5 and faith S. Jade, to the 
Vengeance of eternal Fire. 

And the caſe being thus with Deſpiſers of Go- 
vernment, it would be well done by Governours, 
not to give them the leaſt occaſion for it. This is 
according to $, Paxl's advice to Timothy : in ſtead 
of exhorting the People not to deſpiſe Timothy, he 
adviſes Timothy not to let them doe it : his meanin 
is, that he would have Timothy ſo to behave himſelf 
in the Houſe of God, as not to give them the leaſt oc- 
caſion for it. 

Well, the Deſpiſers of Government bringing that 
Miſchief 
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Miſchief they do to the Societies they belong unto, 
and heaping to themſelves ſuch Wrath againſt the Day 
of Wrath, it is an Office of Mercy to them (beſides 
what it is to the Government) in Governours, to 
their power to reſtrain them : which they may doe, 
(and I think are bound to doe, as they would not 
partake in their Sin) in looking after the Executi- 
on of the Laws. For were Laws duly executed, 
men durſt as well eat Fire, as affront Authority, 
and play with Penal Statutes. Witneſs how tame, 
not long ſince, England, Ireland, and Scotland too, 
were made and kept by a ſmall number of the In- 
habitants, without a Toleration of Popery or Pre- - 


lacy. 

Well, if this will not prevail with us, to make us 
fubmit unto Authority, that it is the Will of God 
we doe it ; Conſider we within our ſelves of this 
other Motive, How we ſhall be able, it we will 
not doe his Will, to endure his Wrath, which we 
fee Deſpiſers of Authority have no hopes of eſca- 
ping, but upon theſe Preſumptions, that there is no 
Credit to be given to the Holy Scriptures, no Life 
to come, nor Day of Judgment to be hereafter. 

The Duty of SubjeQtion is thus enforced : and 
there are but few who do not, at leaſt in words, 
own it to be due to Magiltrates : but, how far, and 
wherein, lies all the Controverſy. 

Some there be who are againſt the Magiſtrate's 
meddling at all in Matters Eccleſiaſtical. @nid In- 
peratori cum Eccleſia? was the Objection of Donates, 
an old Scparatiſt ; What hath the Emperour to doe 
with Matters concerning the Church 2 To which 
Objection the Reply Optat#s made was then judged 
fully ſufhcient, The Commonwealth is _— the 

urch, 
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Church, but the Church is in the Commonwealth z 
and conſequently, the Governour of the Common- 
wealth is Governour alſo of the Church. 

But that which meets with greateſt oppoſition at 
this day is this, That the Magiſtrate ſhould give 
Commands in things indifferent pertaining to the 
Worſhip of God. But this men quarrel at without any 
colour of Reaſon for the ſame : For theſe things are 
the peculiar Province, as to Church-concernments, 
wherein the Legiſlative and Executive Power of 
the Magiſtrate is exerciſed. Things of Divine In- 
ſtitution do require our Submiſſion by warrant from 
a Superiour and Paramount Injundtion, and cannot 
be accotinted Humane Ordinances or Things indit- 


ferent : But as to theſe other things, we have ſun- 


dry Ordinances in the Holy Scriptures. Eſther 9g. 
20. we find a religious Feſtival appointed by Mor- 
decai, without any Command from God for it. And 
in the Book of the Maccabees we reade of another 
Feſtival inſtituted by Judas Maccabew and the 
Jews, which was afterwards approved of by Chriſt's 
preſence at it. And in the New Teſtament we find 
the Rulers of the Church impoſing their Commands 
in things indifferent, as they thought expedient for 
the preſent good of the Church. The things in- 


Verſ. 28. deed are called zeceſſary : but conſidering what 


ſome of theſe things were, it is plain they were 
onely called fo, with relation to their End ; being 
at that time judged neceflary, though not in their 
Nature, yet in their Uſe, for the preſent quiet and 
compoſure of Differences in the Church. And as 
ſoon as the black Cloud of Perſceution was diſ- 
perled by Conſtantine the Great, this Authority, in 
matters Eccletiaſtical, was aſſumed by the —" 
O 
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of the Chriſtian World, and very much to the Sa- 
— of the oy - the Ow in thoſe 
times. Felix eſt necelſatas ((aith S. Auguſtin) que 
nos cogit ad fo rot ow he w Er the 
Powers then in being, Forts inveniatur neceſſitas, 
G intus naſtetur voluntas ; Let there be a Power 
without, and there will be a Will within. 

And what is very conſiderable here, The Injunc- 
tions of Superiours in theſe things have never been 
diſliked, but by the Factions they have run crols to. 
If Calvin's Opinion will weigh any thing with the 
Men who now oppoſe themſelves, and ſcruple in 
theſe matters, we have it at large in his Epiltle to 
the Duke of Somerſet, the Proteftour in the days 
of Edward the VI. where he adviſeth the ProteQtour 
in theſe words : Statum efſe Catechiſnmm oportet, ſta- 
tam Sacramentorum Adminiſtrationem , publicimque 
Precum formulam ; There ought (ſaith he) to be a 
ſet Catechiſm, a ſet Form for Adminiſtration of Sa- 
craments, and a ſet Form of publick Prayers, from 
which it may not be lawfull for the Paſtours of the 
Church to depart and vary as they pleaſe. And 
that, (as he tells us) for theſe Ends : That the Ig- 
norance of ſome may hereby be relieved, the wan- 
ton Lightneſs of others in affecting and meditating 
Novelties reſtrained ; and then, that the Agreement 
among your ſelves, and with other Reformed Chur- 
ches, may be known to the World. Which be all 
very good Ends ; and the bare mentioning of them 
is enough to ſatisfie any, that Calvin did not think 
the Forms uſefull onely for thoſe Times, and as 
things then ſtood, (as Separatiſts at this day per- 
ſuade their Proſelytes) but for ſucceeding Ages 
. allo. For in what Age may it not be necellry to 
ave 


Beza Ejift, put into thy Hand. 
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have thefe good Ends looked after? And in the 
fame Epiſtle he tells the ProteQtour, he underſtood 
there were two forts of Seditious perſons in this 
Kingdom then, (who have continued ever fince, 
and been as very Thorns ih the ſide of the Govern- 
ment from that time to this, as ever the Canazrites 
were to the [/zaclites.) The one fort (he tells him) 
were thoſe, who woyld by no means rgo the Su- 

ſtitions of Rome : the other ſort he (tyles Cere- 
bro and Phrenetici, Brain-ſick Phreneticks, who, 
under a pretence of Goſpel-Liberty, endeavoured 
the Bull 2804 @Tt5izy, all Diſorder and Confuſi- 
on into the Churchz wherein (to uſe his own 
words, though ſomething harſh) excitantrr 2 Sa- 
tana nominatin, they are prompted by the Devil 
himſelf, that the World may take offence at the beſt 
Religion, as the Fomenter of Rebellion in the State, 
and ufion in the Church. This is his Cenſute: 
and as ſevere is his Direftion 3 (but it's Calvir's) 
Merentur quidem tum hi txm illi Gladio ultore coer- 
cerr, Both theſe ſorts of Seditious perſons deſerve 
to be reſtrained by the Sword which God hath 
And Bez4's Opinion is the 


= ſame alſo in theſe matters : What Laws the Magi- 


indifferent, for the ſake of 
Order and Decency in the Church, they are to be 
obſerved of all Godly tmen; and they fo far bind 
the Conſcience, that no Knowing and Underſtan- 
ding man can, without Sin, either doe what 1s fot- 
bidden, or omit what is commanded, 

And after the Copy of theſe great Men, did the 
Presbyterians of the late Times write 3 The bare In. 
junttions' of Parliament were held Canotncal in 
theſe Matters when time was. They are the _ 
0 
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of a known Trattate Licenſed by Mr. Downham; 
No man that is endomed with right Reaſon, but will 
acknowledge there is a Neceſſity of 4 Government. If 
of a Government, then, of Uniformity ; elſe it will 
e confuſed. Therefore there is a Neceſſity of fappref 
ſong all Conventicles, and that all men ſhould obſerve 
ſuch Order, Time, and Place, and publick Geſture, as 
the Parliament, by the Advice of the Aſſembly, ſhall 
appoint, And no man that bath any uſe of Conſtience 
in any thing, but muſt acknowledge that he is to obey the 
Laws of the Land in which be hues in all indifferent 
Things, or elſe he js Turbulent aud deſorves Cenſure, 
ever for matters cancerning Worſhip. 
us far that Authour, who was not alone in the 
opinion, in the late Times, that the Supreme Power 
may give Command in theſe things. Whence it 
appears ,' That they who could not endure the 
Conſtitutions of their Superiours in theſe Matters, 
cquld (when they became Superiours —— 
call for Conſtitutions agreeable to their own Minds 
in the ſame Matters: and conſequensly, (as Mr. Ferr- 
kins expreſſeth it in a Sermon before one of the 


UOſurper's Parliaments) That the reaſon why men cr ie 


out againſt (Zovernment, is not, becauſe they won 
bave no Gourrnment 5, but, becauſe they would have it 
in themſehues 3, or they deſire to burn the Rod, that 
they may play the Mantons the more freely. 

Now if the Magiſtrate hath power to command 
in theſe thingy, it is our Duty to obſerve their Com- 
mands 2 and- the common ObjeQions many make 
ta excuſe themſelves, can have no weight in them. 
And here it may not be amiſs to take notice of two 
Objections againſt this Obedience, 
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7. It is obje&ed, That Obedience in theſe things 
hath ever given Offence z and therefore we are at 
liberty, and freed, by the Example of S. Paul, to 
obey , or not to obey, who in 1 Cor. 8. 13. tells 
us, If meat make my Brother to offend, I will eat no 
fleſh while the world ſtandeth, leſt I make my Brother 
to offend. This is much inſiſted on z but very weak- 
ly, if the Magiſtrate have power to command, and 
if it be our Duty to obey. For thus there is a great 
deal of difference between the Apoſtle's eating 
Meats ſacrificed to Idols, and our obeying our Su- 
periours in theſe things. The Apoſtle by eating 
might offend ſome of the weaker fort ; but by not 
eating he could offend none. Now this holds not 
in our obſerving the Commands of our Superiours. 
By obſerving of them we may indeed offend ſome 
weaker ones, ( who could never yet tell us what 
would pleaſe them 3) but it cannot be ſaid, that 
by the not obſerving of them we fhall offend none: 
for qur Obedience being thus. grounded, we-thereby 
give juſt Offenge to-the greater ſort of men, and the 
more conſiderable, to-the King-and his Council, by 
whom-theſe InjunCtions have been eſtabliſhed : and 
ſo in being pleaſers of ſome men, we ſhall be found 
' the Enenues of- Chrifh, in whoſe name we are com- 
manded this Submiſhon 3 and: in the conclaſton we 
ſhall really offend our Brother, by not obeying our 
Governours, ſo-as the Apoſtle was reſolved he ne- 
ver would, For thus we become 4:Stumbling-block 
to him, the thing the Apoſtle cautions againſt by 
his. own Example, Verſe 9. of that Chapter-z we 
ſhall endanger the -emboldening of him by our Ex- 
ample, (as the Apoſtle's words are ;,) we ſhall en- 
creale his Dillike of his Duty, and confirm him - 
: is 
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his Diſobedience. And this is Urſ"s Opinion, To urfn. te, 
adde Confirmation to efroneous Opinions in the 7h in. 
Minds of the weak about indifferent things, 1s gt- = » Wl 
ving Offence. datum eft, 


in rebiu a- 
diaphwris Errores in animis infirmorugd confirmare. 


2. Again, it is objeted, We muſt not doe the 
things we doubt of; ſo that we are diſcharged and 
excuſed, while we doubt of the Lawtulneſs of our 
Obedience. 

Now, here two things would be confidered: 
Firſt, whether the Doubting that in theſe days is 
alledged, is not pretended onely. Secondly, whe- 
ther Doubting here is any Diſcharge or no. 

I. It would be conſidered, whether the Doubt- 
ing that is now alledged, is not onely pretended ; 
and the rather, becauſe Beza himſelf {ibedted it, ; S 
when- he writ to Biſhop Grindal, then Biſhop __ 
London, in the Year 1566. Having a little before dallum 
told the Biſhop, that it was very much his Judgment, 5: 
that the Rites neceflary for the fake of Order and' 
Decency ought to be retained ; he farther tells him, 
that Infirmity at that time muſt needs be pretended 
onely, when the Goſpel had then for ſo many years 
been preached and received, and.confirmed by the 
Bloud of ſo many excellent Martyrs. But to lay 
down ſome Rules, whereby we may give ſome Judg- 
ment in the thing, whether the Doubting men al- 
tedge, to excuſe themſelves, be fincere or no: 

irſt, The words of Beza offer one Rule to us; 
and queſtion the ſincerity of thoſe Doubtings, where 
men have had ſufficient opportunity of being tully 
inſtructed in the things they doubt about. He 
thought Eleven years a fair time : and what may 
we 
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we think of Ten times as many more years, that 
have paſled ſince thoſe illuſtrious Martyrs ( as he 
duly ſtyles them) confirmed what. they preached, 
and the Orders they legally obtained in theſe things, 
with their Bloud 2 At the time the Goſpel was firſt 
divulged by the Apoſtles, untill ſuch time as the 
Jews might be ſatished concerning the Liberty of 
:briſtians from the Rites of the Law of Moſes, with 
conſideration to their Weakneſs, the Apoſtles did 
not preſently uſe their Liberty : but $. Paul cir- 
cumciſeth Trzothy ; and, by the advice of the A- 
As 21. 23, 24. he went into the Temple, 

to purifie himſelf according to the Law of Moſes. 
But when ſufficient Means and Opportunity was 
onee enjoyed, they doe no ſuch thing 3 but Saint 
Paul withſtood Saint Peter to the face for doing it, 
Gal, 2.11. And we do not reade that Saint Peter 
did juſtifie to Saint Pax/'s face his fear of the Uſe of 
his Liberty. 
Secondly, Men may, it they will, examine them- 
ſelves in the Sincerity of their Doubtings, by the 
care and pains they have uſed ( according to the 
time they have had for it) to get their Doubtings 
reſolved : which thing, if their Doubtings be (in- 
cere, No on Dom to; and if they do nat; 
there is nat one dram of Sincerity and a Tender- 
neſs belonging to them. For Doubting, and far- 
veming Obadhanee here, is a kind of Murmuring 
againſt our Superigurs, as if they commanded- us 
'that whereby we might fin in obeying them, And 
will any fincere honeſt man think {> evil of his 
Governours, and their Predeceſiqurs,. without en- 
Rr What cauſe he hath for it 2 eſpecially when 
he ſhall canſider, thas the greateſt gain his Gover- 
nours 
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nours can have by his Obedience, is the Peace of 
the whole Society, in whoſe common Welfare the 
Loyal Subje& ſhall have his equal Share with the 
Magiftrate who commands. 

irdly, Whereas they pretend they are fall of 
Doubting in yielding Obedience to theſe Com- 
mands, to aſſure themſelves they ate fiticere, they 
may examine themſelves by this Rule, which is truly 
taken from the nature of Doubting, By conſtdering 
what the thought, and care, and fear 18, they have 
had about retuſing Obedience. For, Doubting 
onely on the one fide, is no real Doubting: For in 
fuch Doubting the Mind is i» b1vio, uncertain, and 
in ſuſpence, and queſtions the one fide as well as 
- other, not knowin _ to _ but fears 
nning by Obeying, and fears inning by not Obey- 
ing. So that if mon onely bot Obetice 
their Superiours Commands in theſe things, and ne- 
ver doubt on the other fide, their Doubting is one- 
ly Pretence ; they ate determined, fixed,: and ſet, 
fay what they will ; their Doubtings are onely Pre- 
judices, taken up on truſt from therr partial Guides, 
who, for gainfull Ends, may cheriſh them in their 
Doubtings ; their Craft by which they live being . 
in danger to be ſet at nought, ſhould their Profe- 
lytes once be cured of their Doubtings. And were 
they not blinded by their Prejudices, in ftead of 
Doubting, where they pretend they do, they would 
have a ſuſpicions Eye on the other ſide rather, 
where private Intereſt is the Directour. 

But, 2. It would be conſidered, whether, if men 
do really doubt, their Doubting is an Excuſe for . 
their Difobedience. 

Now as to this, We may conclude, from the na+ 
tur? - 
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ture of Doubting, that it doeth no ſuch thing. For 
of Doubting, here it muſt be granted, that the 
umme of it 1s this, I ma provanly un in_this Sub- 
miſſion : (probably, I fay ; for ainty it cannot 
bezand Doubting too.) Now Submiſhon being 
ſtated and agreed, as I have ſhewn you, to be the 
Magiſtrate's Due, and our Duty, bare Doubting 
cannot diſcharge us from it'” a Probability of ſin- 
ning nor charge 7"hn from obeying a plain 
Precept. A thing indeed meerly arbitrary and in 
/ MY POWer, (asto recreate iy ſelf with any lawtull 
zame,). if I doubt about it, or offend others with 
it, I muſt forbear; there is onely the croſſing of my 
own Fancy and Will therein, of which no evil can 
come : But in things commanded, and fo taken out 
- of my-power by the intervening, Command of Man, 
and by the Command of God that backs that, re- 
quiring our Obedience for his ſake, my Doubrting, 
or the Offence others may take, is no Excule here z 
for, thus we ſhould oppoſe Liberty to Neceſlity, 
Charity to Duty, the bare fear of offending the 
/ weak, to the certain offence of the higher Powers ; 
/ nay, we ſhould doe more for Man's ke, then for 
the Lord's. 


Now to come to a Concluſion. A Duty thus 
grounded, and againſt which ſo little is to be ob- 
jected, ought chearfully to be obſerved by us : 
And being propoſed, as it is, for a thing whereby 
we ſhall credit our Religion, thoſe words of the 
Apoſtle, Philip. 4. 8. Whatſoever things are of good 
_—_ if there be any Vertue, if there be any Praiſe, 
ſuffice to perſuade us to it. Let who will expe, 
by their Scruples about this Duty, and their Shineſs 
of 


(25) 
of it, to gain the name of men of ſtricter Sanftity, 
and men of Conſcience ; let us ſeek the Honour 
that cometh of God onely, and doe the Honour we 
can to our Religion, onely in the way that God in 
his Word directs us. 

It is deſcending to lower Motives, to mention 

the Honour we ought to have to the Memories of 7 
the Religious Governours of our Church, who 
were the worthy Inſtruments in our Reformation. 
But I am unwilling to paſs it by, becauſe they who 
at this day are the greateſt Sticklers againſt the Sub- 
jection I have been ſpeaking of, do all pretend to 
have a great Veneration for them. 

Now, how was it our Saviour adviſed the Jews 
to ſhew the Honour they had for Abraham and Mo- 
ſes, but in the approving of their Works and Say- 
ings 2 Well, the things our Submiſhon is required 
in, are their Works, and ſuch, as we may confident- 
ly affirm this. of them, that they were not deviſed 
Nor enacted raſhly, but upon good Deliberation, 
and out of pure Defign to ſettle us in Unity. Nor 
were they uſhered in by Rebellion, as were the 

/ Covenant and the Dire&ory : and they had the Ap- 
robation of all the Reformed Churches then in 
cing. Calvin did paſs upon them his Valde probo, 

And if we may expound one Epiſtle of his by ano- 
ther, what he calls tolerabiles Ineptias, in his Epiſtle 
to the diſſenting Exiles at Frankford, without men- 
tioning what they were, are the things that in his 
larger Epiſtle to the Duke of Somerſet he finds 
;fault with particularly, and they are, Prayers for 
/|the Dead, Exorciſms, the uſe of Chriſm in Baptiſm, 
and Extream Und&ion 3 which ſince the beginnir oy ava [fondrbe 
of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth have been ck out an 7 7 gracensl- 
E O 
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of all our Common-Prayer-Books. I fay, the In- 
jun&ions of our firſt Reformers were not mutinous, 
nor -the Produdt of haſty inconſiderate Zeal 3 but 
enacted as ſoberly and as regularly as could be ima- 
gined, and with good Deſign to ſettle us in Unity 
and Peace, which then was, and at this day can 
be our onely Countermine under Heaven, againſt 
all the Plots and Policies of them who (ever fince 
the time our Princes. have rightfully enfranchiſed 
themſelves from the Uſurpations of the Court and 
See of Rome) have ſought our Ruine by all Arts 
and Methods, but chiefly by Dividing of us. 

Again, we ought not to __ what the Apoſtle 
Wh. . us of in the following Verſes, the Honour 
we are owing our preſent Governours : and where- 
in do we fo ſhew it, as in ſubmitting in this-man- 
ner to their Ordinances ? 

And here it would be conſidered, that as at firſt 
theſe Injunttions were wiſely eſtabliſhed, and with 
good Deſign for the ſecuring-of the Peace of the 
Church and State ; ſo, they have not been re-in- 
forced ſince HS MAJTESTIEs happy Return, 
but upon the experience of an Inundation of Mi- 
ſery and Confuſion, wherewith we were overflowed 
through the pulling down of the Wall theſe Laws 
were to us. In the pulling down whereof, they 
who had the next hand in it to the Jeſwits, the 
Presbyterians, were ſoon made ſenſible of the Over- 
ſight they had committed. I am apt to believe, 
they never repented them of it. For Mr. Loze, 
upon the Scaftold , juſtifted what he had done 
that way. And Mr. Jenkins, ſome years after, 


Policy of 11 the Sermon before mentioned, praifed God 
princes, for it in theſe words, Praiſed be that God who hath 
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delive- 
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delivered us from the Impoſition of Prelatical Ino- 
vations , Altar-Genn-flexions, and Cringines, with 
Croſſings , and all that Popiſh Traſh and Trumpery. 
And truly, (I ſpeak no more then I have often 
thought and ſaid ) The removal of thoſe inſuppor- 
table Burthens conntervails for the Bloud and Trea- 
ſure ſhed and ſpent in theſe late Diſtra#ions. (And 
the King's Bloud , and the King's and Churche's 
Revenue were part.) Nor did 7 as ever yet hear 
of any Godly men that deſired it , were it poſſible, 
to purchaſe their Friends or Money again at ſo 
dear a rate, as with the return of theſe, to have 
thoſe Soul-burthening Antichriſtian Yokes re-impoſed 
upon #4 * and if any ſuch there be, I am ſure that 
deſire is no part of their Godlineſs 5 and I profeſs 
my ſelf in that to be none of the number. And 
Mr. Faircloth, in one of his Sermons before the 
Parliament upon the ſeventh Chapter of Judges 
and the twenty fifth Verſe, intercedes with the 
Parliament for the laying of the Wall down, e- 
ven with the ground, im theſe words ; —_— 
all Achans =, Babyloniſh garments, Orders, Cere- 
monies, Geſtures, let them be rooted out from among 
ws : We, even all the godly Miniſters of the Conn- 
try, will be with you. But, though they repented 
them not of the pulling down of the old Wall, 
they were extreamly troubled they had not ſe- 
cured their own Incloſures from ſucceeding Tides ; 
and great was their fear of farther Breaches, 
through Toleration, as their many folicitous. Ap- 
plications to the Powers then in being, to pre- 
vent them, do declare. Which becauſe they car- 
ry in them an Acknowledgment of the Confuſion 
they had brought theſe Kingdoms into, by laying 
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Verſe 3. 
Page 117- 


* Pag.121, 
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waſt the ancient Government in Church and State, 
I am fally allured,that it was not their opinion then; 
that Toleration would be the means to deliver us 
out of thoſe Confuſions. And it may not be amiſs 
to remember them of ſome of them. Mr. Jenkins, 
in the Sermon before mentioned, having obſerved, 
that it was looked upon as a Bleſhing, that they were 
in Days that men might be as good as they pleaſed, 
(which had then been lately D*. Joh Ower's words 
in one of his Sermons) he intreats. the Parliament 
in theſe words, 1 beſeech you, as you love your own 
Souls, and as you dread the Anger of him, whoſe Anger 
if kindled but a little, bleſſed are all they that put their 
truſt in him, let not men be ſuffered to be as wicked as 
they pleaſe. And in his Commentary _=_ S. Jude, 
he thus. contends with Magiſtrates : They who reign 
by God, ſhould reign for him. How unreaſonable is it, 
that people ſhould be Lawleſs onely in Religion & Shall 
it not be indifferent whether men will pay a Tax, and 
ſhall it be indifferent whether they will ever hear a 
Sermon ? And then he mentions Artaxerxes his De- 
cree, Ezra 7. 26. as if he would have had it decreed 
after the manner of the Medes and Perſeurs, that 
men ſhould be confined to hear him and-his Brethren, 
upon the penalty of Death, Baniſhment, Confiſcation 
of Goods, and Impriſonment ; for ſo runs that De- 
cree, And leſt they ſhould boggle at theſe things, 
in any ſenſe of their Obligation to Moderation, he 
thus cautions them as to this : * How ſoon learned js 
the Wiſedom of ſhunning Troubles, of Self-preſervation, 
and tame Silence, when Religion is. endangered 2 
(7.c. when Presbytery was in danger of being worſted 
by the After-Subdiviſions) and how eaſily, boy alas! 
how. falſely, is this called Moderation £ And in his 
SErmon 
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Sermon before mentioned he hath theſe words : Page 23; 


Becanſe no Conſcience can be touched, muſt all Prati- 
ces be ſuffered And DF. Marton, at the ſame time, 


in his Comment upon the eleventh Verſe of S. Jude, Page 402; . 
warning Magiſtrates to be aware of the followers of ans 403. 


Corah, (to uſe his own words) of Fa#iows and Se. 
ditiows perſons, compared to Cain, as he obſerves 
well, becauſe of their Cruelty, and to Balaam, becauſe 
of their Covetouſneſs; he aſſures the Magiſtrates, That 
the Danger of the. latter Times would not be ſo proba- 
bly from a. ſecond Deluge of Antichriſtians, as from 
Seditious InſurreFions 4 Se@aries, who, though they 
ſeem to be meek and full of Love, while their Party is 
contemptible yet when they grow conſederable, they 
appear in their Colours. The Antichriſtian Party car 
rieth-things by Power, and Worldly Greatneſs : but 
this Party is a creeping Party, that gets into Houſes. 
This is the Party from whence I fear ſuch Danger and 
Diſturbance. And the fame ſenſe and fear of Tole- 
ration and SeCtaries had the Miniſters of the Pro- 
vince of Loxdox ; witneſs their Subſcription to a 
Book called, A Teſtimony to the Truth of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and to our Solemn League and Covenant : 1n which 
Book, this is mentioned, among others, for one abo- 


minable Errour, viz. That little can be done, unleſs Page 22: 


Liberty of Conſcience be allowed, for every man, and 
ſort of men, to worſhip God in that way, and perform 
the Ordinances of Chriſt in that manner, as. ſhall ap- 
pear to them ml apr: to God's Word. And the 
Trouble they had, to think what. other Reformed 
Churches would ſay of them, ſhould this take place, 
they thus expreſſed : Is this England, which Cove- 
nanted to Extirpate Popery, Prelacy , Superſtition, 
Schiſm, &ce and after ſo long Travail, hath ſhe: now 


brought 
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brought forth an hideows Monſter of Toleration £ 
In theſe, and many the like Expreſſions that 
might be alledged, we ſee that, how little ſoever 
it was the Presbyterians repented them of the firſt 
Breach they themſclves had made, they were yet {o 
ſenſible of the Confuſion they had brought upon 
this Nation by it, that they were utterly again(t 
Toleration, as that which would certainly endanger 
more Breaches. But all their Applications to the 
Ufarpers, and all their Endeavours this way, were 
no better, nor other, nor leſs vain, (till God, by 
reſtoring us our KING, built up the old Wall 
again for us) then theirs, who take:no care to (e- 
-cure their Lands from an Inundation, till the Sea 
hath made a Breach into them. A Neighbourly 
before-hand, to put to all h where 
there was the greateſt appearance of Danger, might 
have prevented the Miſchief ; but the Breach once 
made, he onely who ſets Bounds to the Sea can hel 
here. Well, this was our Condition, by Breach af. 
ter Breach we were overflown with Confuſton, in 
the words of the Palmiſt, we were brought very 
low and God helped ws, when we were very hope- 
lefs of it from any other hand ; and, in a manner 
even miraculous, he hath made up our Wall again 
for us, by giving us our Judges as at the firſt, and 
-our Counſelors as at the beginning. 

Now, as Samet exhorteth the Iſraelites, Let us 
fear the Lord our God, conſidering what great 
things he hath done for us 3 and let us honour the 
Authority by which he hath done it, and expreſs 
it in the Honour we are ready to pay to all their 
Commands in the obſervi of them, and to their 
Commands in the things I have been ſpeaking of in 
parti- 
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particular 3 and the rather, becauſe we cannot be 
truly accounted any other then Deſpiſers of Autho- 
rity, if we oppoſe our ſelves here : for the thin 
moſt of them are ſach, as it is very likely we d 
doe them of our own heads, were there no Appoint- 
ments about them. What other are, Kneeling at 
Prayers, Kneeling at the Sacrament, and the having 
our Heads uncovered in the time of Divine Service 
and Sermon, and the like? For men to oppoſe them- 
ſelves in ſuch things, they will never fGrisfic any ra» 
tional perſon, that they obje&t and ſcruple and dif 
upon a Conſciencious Account 3 but out 
of an untoward Principle of Oppoſition rather, 
whereby ſome men are inclined to diflike ſome Cir- 
cumſtances in Religion, meerly upon the account of 
their Eſtabliſiment by Authority : which ſuzely is 
deſpiſing of Authority, and argues a very croſs and . 
ſullen temper of Mind, and fuch as is not to be hu- 
moured 3 ' eſpecially when we. ſhall confider how 
great a matter a hittle/Fire did here kindle. ' It 1 - 
not long fince theſe Kingdoms were all 1n a F] 
and here it was they took fire firſt, in theſe Chips, 
the Diſſatisfations of men rae ur Indifferent 
things; many perſons very incon tely preferring 
a little Pleaſing of themſelves, a ſmall portion of 
private Satisfaion, in being admired for perſons of 
a Purer way, and having many Followers, before 
the publick Peace and Safety of the Church and 
State. Let- the burnt Child dread the Fire. Take 
we warning henceforth, never to be fo far wedded 
to our own private Perſuafions, as not to conſider, 
that where the publick Peace and Safety of the 
Church and Kingdom are concerned, it is moſt meet 


for us to ſtrike Sail, and to give place, and _— 
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all ings, to folow after the things which make for 
peace, as the Apoltle counſels, even concerning theſe 
Indifferent things; for of them had he been diſcour- 
ſings as the obſerving of Days, and the eating of 
Meats. In-theſe things we are ſo ta: order our ſelves, 
as to endeavour-the promoting of the publick Peace, 
by reaſoning with our ſelves, about thele things, in 
his manner, .and behaving our ſclves accordingly: 
lamot In, but my Brother 1s of anottier; 
but! by-whole Opinion the publick Peace ſhall be 
beſt (promoted, let that Opimion by. all means have 
the place, and be yielded to. For what thing in 
this World is comparable to univerſal. Peace and 
Accord amongſt-Chnſtians, who have one'God, one 
Faith, one Hope, one'Baptiſm 5 ſo many Obligati- 
ns tobe at one amongſt our ſelves? Next to Glory 
#0 God on high, in the eſtimation of the bleſſed An- 

Is, comes Peace on Earth. The ſweet Singer of 


rael, as'wanting words to expreſs its Excellency, 
breaks out into Nis! Admiration of -it, Bebold, how 


and how pleaſant it is, for Brethren to dwell to- 
ors int TL Let thoſe who have the like 
Eſteem for it, follow the things that make for it, by 
ſubmitting to the wholſome and innocent Conſtitu- 
tions that were deviſed purely for the conſerving of 
it. Which that we may all ot us doe, and ſo by our 
Peaceable Converſation put to ſelence ſuch as ſpeak. 
evil of ws, as of evil-doers, The God of Peace give 
us his Grace to enable us thereunto, for the Merits 
and fake of Feſws our Peace-maker, the Prince of 
Peace, to whom, with God the Father and God the 
Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, Adoration 
and Thanksgtving, henceforth and for ever. Amer. 
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